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• Climate change is real and is happening now. 
The average global surface temperature has 
warmed by 0.8°C in the past century and 0.6°C 
in the past three decades and largely as a result 
of human activities. 
• Africa is already a continent under pressure 
from climate stresses and is highly vulnerable 
to the impacts of climate change. Many areas 
in Africa are recognized as having climates 
that are among the most variable in the world 
on seasonal and decadal time scales. Floods 
and droughts can occur in the same area 
within months of each other. These events can 
lead to famine and widespread disruption of 
socio-economic well-being. 
Introduction
• The African continent is particularly 
vulnerable to the impacts of climate 
change due to factors such as 
widespread poverty, weak 
institutions, limited infrastructure, 
lack of technology and information, 
poor access to resources, recurrent 
droughts, inequitable land 
distribution, armed conflicts and 
overdependence on rain-fed 
agriculture among others. 







Climate change impacts have the 
potential to undermine and even, undo 
progress made in improving the socio-
economic well-being of many 
countries in Africa. 
